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Associate of Applied
Science in Paralegal
Studies
The American Bar Association defines a paralegal as a person
“who is employed or retained by a lawyer, law office, corporation,
governmental agency or other entity and who performs specifically
delegated substantive legal work for which a lawyer is responsible.”
The Associate of Applied Science (AAS) in Paralegal Studies provides
students with the specialized skills and knowledge to build a career
performing substantive legal work under the supervision of a lawyer,
in accordance with American Bar Association standards, or to work in
a variety of public service and government agencies where familiarity
with government regulation and legal processes is required. The
program is approved by the American Bar Association.

The AAS in Paralegal Studies is coordinated with the Bachelor of
Arts (BA) in Legal Studies. Students obtaining the associate degree
may apply their core courses and general education credits toward
completion of the baccalaureate degree. The AAS in Paralegal Studies
is designed to articulate directly into the Bachelor of Arts in Legal
Studies. Both programs are approved by the American Bar Association.

Please note that students obtaining an Associate of Applied Science in
Paralegal Studies are not authorized to provide direct legal services to
the public. The program offers training for paraprofessionals who are
authorized to perform substantive legal work under the supervision of a
licensed attorney. The program does not train lawyers.

The AAS in Paralegal Studies provides students with the specialized
skills and knowledge to build a career performing substantive legal
work as paralegals and legal assistants under the supervision of a
lawyer, in accordance with American Bar Association standards.
Graduates are also prepared to work in a variety of corporate, public
service, judicial, and government agency settings where familiarity with
government regulation and legal processes is required. The AAS does
not authorize students to provide direct legal services to the public and
the program does not train students to practice law.

Proficiency in the use of computers and standard office software
is an important component of legal practice. Students are strongly
encouraged to build their technological skills through coursework
in Computer Information and Office Systems (CIOS) or Computer
Information Systems (CIS) as they progress through the program.

Admission Requirements
• Complete the Admission Requirements for Associate Degrees

(http://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/academicpoliciesprocesses/
admissions/undergraduate/).

• Complete the following courses:
• WRTG A111 (https://currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?

P=WRTG%20A111) or earn WRTG A1W credit in transfer
with a minimum grade of C.

• WRTG A211 (https://currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/
search/?P=WRTG%20A211) or WRTG A212
(https://currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?
P=WRTG%20A212) or WRTG A213 (https://
currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?
P=WRTG%20A213) or WRTG A214 (https://
currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?
P=WRTG%20A214) or ENGL A311 (https://
currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?
P=ENGL%20A311) or ENGL A312 (https://
currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?
P=ENGL%20A312) or ENGL A313 (https://
currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?
P=ENGL%20A313) or ENGL A414 (https://
currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20A414) or
earn WRTG A2W credit in transfer with a minimum grade of
B. 

• Have a minimum GPA of 2.00 overall.

• Students who do not meet the admissions requirements above will
be admitted as a paralegal studies pre-major. Students may take up
to 12 credit hours of Legal Studies (LEGL) courses while in pre-
major status.

Special Considerations
• LEGL courses beyond LEGL A101 (https://

currentcatalog.uaa.alaska.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20A101) are all
available on the Anchorage campus and may be available online.
Campus restrictions for this program are enforced in accordance
with the American Bar Association Guidelines for the Approval of
Paralegal Education Programs.

Students must complete at least 10 credits of legal specialty courses
through traditional classroom instruction. 

Graduation Requirements
• Complete the General University Requirements for Associate

of Applied Science Degrees (http://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/
undergraduateprograms/aasrequirements/).

• Complete the General Education Requirements
for Associate of Applied Science Degrees (http://
catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/undergraduateprograms/aasrequirements/
generaleducationrequirements/).

• Complete the Oral Communication Skills requirement with a
minimum grade of C.

• All students in the AAS in Paralegal Studies must take the Legal
Studies Exit Examination. No minimum score is required for
graduation.

• Complete the following major requirements with a minimum grade
of C, and a minimum grade of B in all ENGL courses.

Code Title Credits

LEGL A101 Introduction to Law 3

LEGL A215 Legal Ethics and the Role of the
Legal Professional

3
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LEGL A356 Legal Research, Analysis, and
Writing

3

LEGL A367 Civil Procedure and Pretrial
Practice

3

LEGL A377 Evidence, Investigation, and
Discovery

3

LEGL A487 Trial and Advanced Litigation
Processes

3

LEGL A495 Legal Studies Internship 3

Complete one of the following courses: 3

ENGL A311 Writing and Rhetoric in Public Life

ENGL A312 Advanced Technical Writing

ENGL A313 Professional Writing

ENGL A414 Research Writing

Complete one of the following courses focused on a field of
legal practice:

3

LEGL A340 Family Law

LEGL A352 Criminal Law: Murder, Robbery,
and Other Crimes

LEGL A362 Contracts, Property, and Debt

LEGL A380 Torts: Law of Injury, Death, and
Consumer Protection

LEGL A385 Health Care Law and Regulatory
Compliance

LEGL A489 Legal Studies Senior Seminar

Other upper-division Legal Studies (LEGL) or Justice
(JUST) law courses with Legal Studies Program
Coordinator approval.

Complete one of the following legal studies courses focused
on the US Constitution and/or judicial systems:

3

JUST/LEGL A374 The Courts

LEGL A315 Law, History and Social Change

LEGL/PS A343 Constitutional Law

LEGL A443 Civil Liberties

Complete one additional Legal Studies (LEGL) or Justice
(JUST) elective course at the 100-level or above.

3

Complete 9 additional credits from the GER Tier II
Disciplinary Areas of the General Education requirements
for baccalaureate degrees. No more than seven credits,
including those used to satisfy General Education
requirements, may be from a single disciplinary area.

9

Total 42

A minimum of 60 credits is required for the degree.

Pro Bono Service Honors
The Justice Center recognizes distinguished achievement by conferring
pro bono service honors to those legal studies students who work
toward improving access to justice by contributing volunteer service
to Alaska legal aid agencies. Students in the AAS in Paralegal Studies
are eligible to graduate with pro bono service honors on satisfactory
completion of the requirements. See the Justice Center website (https://

www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/college-of-health/departments/justice-
center/index.cshtml/) for more information.
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